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SERMON. 


"Thy  Kingdom  Come." — Luke  xi :  2. 

A  distinguished  living  author  has  said  :  "The  sublime  idea 
of  the  conversion  of  the  world  to  Christ  has  become  so  common 
as  to  cease  to  awaken  wonder."  This  is  a  great  victory,  and  one 
which  indicates  a  remarkable  advance  of  the  truth.  But  is  there 
not  ground  for  fear  lest  the  familiarity  of  the  notion  which  has 
conquered  the  sense  of  wonder  has  also  taken  somewhat  both 
from  the  commanding  dignity  of  the  conception  and  from 
the  intensity  of  the  purpose  which  contemplates  the  bring- 
ing of  all  men  into  subjection  to  the  Son  of  God,  so  that 
what  has  been  gained  in  one  direction  has  been  partially  lost 
in  another? 

Having  no  small  share  in  this  apprehension,  it  has  seemed 
to  me  worth  while  to  devote  the  sacred  hour  allotted  by  custom 
to  the  service  in  which  we  are  now  engaged  to  a  brief  examination 
and  re-statement,  in  simple  terms,  with  a  view  especially  to  ascer- 
taining what  ought  to  be  their  influence  over  our  own  thought 
and  action,  of  some  of  the  leading  facts  and  principles  which 
dominate  in  the  new  and  better  order  of  things  God  is  seeking 
to  establish  for  humanity,  and  which  must  be  kept  steadily  in 
mind  in  trying  to  secure  the  realization  of  the  prayer  our  Lord 
has  put  into  the  mouths  of  His  disciples.  While,  therefore,  the 
few  brief  words  now  under  review  open  out  in  many  promising 
ways,  and  invite  into  many  paths  of  fertile  and  profitable  reflec- 
tion, the  theme  which  has  been  fixed  upon  for  the  present  oc- 
casion is : 

RIGHT  CONCEPTIONS  OF  THE  KINGDOM  OF  GOD  AND 
THEIR  MOTIVE  VALUE. 

Entering  without  further  delay,  but  with  a  profound  sense 
of  responsibility,  upon  the  grave  task  thus  assumed,  it  is  to  be 
noted : 


RIGHT   CONCEPTIONS    OF    THE    KINGDOM    OF    GOD 

I.       FIRST  OF  ALL,  THAT  THE   KINGDOM    OF    GOD    IS    A    DIVINE 

JDOM DIVINE  IN  ITS  ORIG 

ODS,  AND    DIVINE  IN    ITS    AIMS. 


KINGDOM DIVINE  IN  ITS  ORIGIN,  DIVINE  IN  ITS  LAWS  AND  METH- 


So  much,  of  course,  lies  on  the  face  of  the  statement,  and 
it  seems  at  first  flush  a  needless  repetition  to  affirm  that  God's 
Kingdom  came  from  God,  and  belongs  to  God,  and  in  the  whole 
scope  and  structure  and  intent  of  it  bears  unmistakable  impress 
of  a  source  in  the  quickening  inspiration  of  God. 

But  the  simple  fact  is,  the  human  element  has  played  such  a 
part  in  the  progress  of  the  kingdom  hitherto,  and  must  continue 
to  play  such  a  part  in  the  centuries  to  come,  that  we  cannot  be 
at  too  much  pains  to  make  the  idea  clear  that  this  kingdom  is 
not,  in  any  feature  or  purpose  of  it,  of  human  origination.  It 
was  not,  like  the  Iliad,  or  the  Parthenon,  or  the  steam  engine,  a 
product  of  the  genius  of  man.  The  inception  of  it  came  down 
from  God  out  of  heaven.  It  was  imported  into  the  world  from 
the  luminous  realms  of  the  skies.  It  was  breathed  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  into  the  thought  of  mankind.  Back  in  the  Garden  of  Eden 
in  the  first  promise  to  the  first  offenders  against  the  law  under 
which  their  lives  were  cast,  the  Kingdom  of  God  was  foreshad- 
owed. The  prophecy  of  it  was  continued,  and  the  hope  and  ru- 
dimentary form  of  it  were  kept  alive  till  Jesus  came.  But  the 
idea  of  it  was  always  something  borne  in  on  men,  and  not  a  sug- 
gestion or  an  outgrowth  of  their  own  minds.  By  patient  study  or 
sudden  flashes  of  illumination,  or  combined  and  protracted  efforts, 
men  have  wrought  out  many  helpful  devices  —  some  of  them  so 
marvelous  and  beneficent  that  admiration  never  ceases ;  but  not 
after  this  method  did  the  matchless  conception  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God  come  to  be  the  aspiration  and  the  possession  of  human 
hearts.  Men  have  discovered  and  invented  many  things,  and 
the  world  is  full  of  evidences  of  what  can  be  accomplished  when 
thought  swells  with  eager  determination  to  wrest  some  secret 
from  reluctant  nature,  or  to  force  some  unsubjugated  element  of 
the  physical  spheres  to  bow  and  pay  tribute  to  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  society ;  but  no  man  and  no  body  of  men  can  take 
the  credit  of  having  discovered  or  invented  the  Kingdom  of  God. 
The  idea  of  it  was  a  revelation  to  men.  Only  as  men  were  di- 
vinely inspired  could  they  apprehend  the  Kingdom  of  God. 
Only  as  they  were  divinely  commissioned  would  they  have  felt 
at  liberty  to  proclaim  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

Eminent  scholars  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  idea  of  the 
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Kingdom  of  God,  in  the  form  in  which  it  has  come  to  be  do- 
mesticated in  our  Christianity,  has  no  place  in  any  ancient  poem, 
in  any  ancient  system  of  ethics  or  philosophy,  in  any  ancient 
creation  of  literature,  nor  in  any  ancient  religion  outside  the  re- 
ligion of  the  Bible.  It  has  no  place  in  these  productions,  be- 
cause it  had  no  place  in  the  minds  of  the  authors  of  these  pro- 
ductions. Not  by  the  will  of  man.  The  idea  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God  was  simply  out  of  the  reach  of  the  unaided  human  intel- 
lect. The  culture  of  the  schools  in  their  rarest  results  did  not 
lead  up  to  this  idea.  The  heathen  world,  thoughtful,  brilliant, 
restless,  audacious,  successful,  too,  in  many  departments  and 
along  many  lines  of  achievement,  was  yet  unequal  to  the  task  of 
formulating  such  a  scheme,  or  even  of  advancing  to  the  concep- 
tion of  such  a  scheme,  as  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and  so,  wanting 
in  the  life-giving  and  life-sustaining  principles  of  the  kingdom, 
the  heathen  world  fell  back  from  the  heights  it  had  gained  into 
decay  and  night. 

Against  all  the  assaults  of  skepticism  the  Kingdom  of  God 
has  held  its  own  as  divine.  The  development  of  it  has  been 
according  to  moral  energies  supplied  from  on  high.  Its  victories 
stamp  it  as  God's  and  not  man's.  To  the  end  it  will  be  ours  to 
say,  "Thy  Kingdom  come."  "Thine  is  the  Kingdom,  and  the 
power,  and  the  glory." 

II.      THE  KINGDOM  OF  GOD    IS   A    UNIT. 

There  are  many  believers,  sincere  and  earnest ;  there  are 
many  churches,  true  and  fruitful  branches  of  the  Living  Vine  ; 
there  are  many  organizations  whose  aims  take  them  forward  in 
a  line  of  helpful  and  holy  activity ;  there  are  many  hearts  which 
have  been  redeemed  and  purified  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  and 
which  beat  in  sympathy  with  the  aspirations  kindled  by  the 
Spirit ;  but  there  is  only  one  Kingdom  of  God. 

Incidentally  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  Kingdom  of  God 
is  a  unit  as  including  all  who  have  remained  true  to  God,  or  who, 
having  sinned,  have  come  back  into  fidelity  to  Him  through 
faith  and  love,  whether  in  this  world  or  in  the  worlds  beyond 
and  unseen.  "For  this  cause  I  bow  my  knees  unto  the  Father, 
from  whom  every  family,"  or  fatherhood,  "  in  heaven  and  on  earth 
is  named."  His  gracious  sovereignty  sways  to  itself  all  right  in- 
telligences, in  whatever  sphere  and  in  whatever  realm.  The 
saint  on  earth  and  the  saint  in  heaven  strike  hands  in  a  common 
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loyalty  and  rejoice  in  a  common  fellowship.  Each  is  moved  by 
the  same  impulse  ;  each  owes  allegiance  to  the  same  law ;  each 
has  share  in  the  same  love,  and  looks  forward  to  an  experience 
in  glory,  whatever  the  hights  already  reached,  which  shall  be 
endless  and  increasingly  blessed.  In  heaven  and  on  earth  the 
children  of  the  kingdom  make  one  music  and  move  forward  un- 
der one  banner.  In  the  Father's  house  there  are  many  places 
of  sojourn,  but  it  is  one  House.  The  kingdom  has  its  different 
out-lying  districts — how  many  of  them,  how  near,  how  remote, 
no  man  is  permitted  to  know;  it  has  its  different  forms  of  activ- 
ity and  service  and  satisfaction — some  impossible  to  be  conject- 
ured till  this  mortal  shall  have  put  on  immortality  and  we  see  no 
longer  through  a  glass  darkly;  but  it  is  one  kingdom,  universal, 
everlasting,  in  its  life,  in  its  beckoning  prospects,  in  its  unfold- 
ing joys,  and  in  its  crowning  rewards,  worthy  of  its  King  Eter- 
nal. 

But  the  point  to  be  particularly  accented  is,  that  the  King- 
dom of  God  is  a  unit  in  the  sense  that  it  includes  within  its  scope 
all  true  believers  here  on  earth,  of  whatever  land,  or  race,  or 
class,  or  condition,  and  that  the  interests  of  the  kingdom  far  and 
near,  at  home  and  abroad,  are  identical.  "  There  is  one  body, 
and  one  spirit,  even  as  also  ye  were  called  in  one  hope  of  your 
calling;  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism,  one  God  and  Father 
of  all,  who  is  over  all,  and  through  all,  and  in  all."  "  So  we, 
who  are  many,  are  one  body  in  Christ,  and  severally  members 
one  of  another."  "There  can  be  neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  there 
can  be  neither  bond  nor  free,  there  can  be  no  male  and  female, 
for  ye  are  all  one  man  in  Christ  Jesus."  "Where  there  cannot 
be  Greek  and  Jew,  circumcision  and  uncircumcision,  barbarian, 
Scythian,  bondman,  freeman,  but  Christ  is  all  and  in  all."  "  For 
in  one  Spirit  were  we  all  baptized  into  one  body,  whether  Jew  or 
Greek,  whether  bond  or  free,  and  were  all  made  to  drink  of  one 
Spirit."  Paul  never  weaned  in  his  iteration  of  this  large  and 
precious  truth.  He  never  failed  to  use  it,  as  often  as  he  had  oc- 
casion, to  smite  conceit,  and  prejudice,  and  every  selfish  pretense 
into  the  dust.  That  this  unity  of  the  kingdom  as  God  appre- 
hended it  might  be  apprehended  and  made  real  by  His  disciples, 
was  the  prayer  of  our  Lord  :  "  Holy  Father,  keep  them  in  thy 
name  which  thou  hast  given  me,  that  they  may  be  one,  even  as 
we  are."  "  Neither  for  these  only  do  I  pray,  but  for  them  also 
that  believe  on  me  through  their  word;  that  they  may  all  be  one  ; 
even  as  thou,  Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee,  that  they  also 
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may  be  in  us ;  that  the  world  may  believe  that  thou  didst  send 
me."  All  distinctions  of  race  and  color  and  worldly  standing 
were  lost  in  His  thought ;  for  to  be  a  disciple,  no  matter  how  hum- 
ble, was  to  be'  a  citizen  of  the  common  kingdom.  This  is  an 
idea  fundamental  to  Christianity.  To  be  saved  by  the  power  of 
Christ  is  to  be  translated  out  of  one  kingdom  into  another,  out 
of  the  kingdom  of  darkness  into  the  kingdom  of  light,  out  of  the 
kingdom  of  evil  into  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

There  are  degrees  in  experience  and  attainment  and  use- 
fulness, but  in  the  fundamental  matter  of  relation  to  God  all 
who  are  in  the  kingdom  at  all  stand  on  a  common  plane,  and  are 
the  heirs  of  a  common  blessedness.  "  So  then  ye  are  no  more 
strangers  and  sojourners,  but  ye  are  fellow-citizens  with  the  saints, 
and  of  the  household  of  God." 

This  unity  of  the  kingdom  exists  and  holds  its  own  notwith- 
standing the  feeble  expression  it  seems  to  have  in  outward  form, 
and  in  the  face  even  of  the  differences  and  divergences  and  op- 
positions which  often  prevail  to  an  alarming  extent  amongst  those 
who  are  unquestionably  true  disciples  of  Christ.  Men  may  be 
in  the  kingdom  without  knowing  each  other.  Indeed,  so  blind 
are  men,  so  narrow,  so  full  of  prejudices,  so  imperfect  in  many 
particulars,  that  they  may  be  in  the  kingdom  though  unwilling 
to  know  each  other.  This  is  not  the  spirit  of  the  kingdom,  but 
the  spirit  of  the  kingdom  does  not  come  into  regnancy  in  souls 
and  over  souls  all  at  once.  The  unity  of  the  kingdom  is  not 
destroyed  because,  forsooth,  all  the  members  of  the  kingdom 
are  not  able  to  see  eye  to  eye.  Unity  is  consistent  with  differ- 
ence. If  uniformity  were  a  condition  or  necessity  of  unity,  then 
anything  like  a  genuine  oneness  would  be  out  of  the  question, 
and  something  more  than  a  change  of  heart  would  be  required 
before  the  petition  of  our  Lord  could  be  fulfilled  in  such  a  sacred 
intimacy  of  believers  as  subsists  between  the  Son  and  the  Father. 
The  unity  of  the  kingdom  is  not  the  unity  of  a  mosaic,  but  of  a 
living,  fruit-bearing  tree. 

On  the  other  hand,  is  it  not  going  too  far  to  insist  that  there 
can  be  no  real  unity  without  diversity,  and  that  the  limits  of  di- 
versity must  be  pushed  outward  until  they  include  all  sorts  of 
latitudinarianism  ?  In  our  ideas  and  estimates  of  the  kingdom 
we  ought  to  be  as  catholic  as  was  the  Great  Teacher,  and  as 
were  those  after  the  Great  Teacher,  who  were  inspired  of  God 
to  be  the  instructors  of  the  ages,  and — no  more. 

God  knows  His  own,  and  His  own  are  the  children  of  the 
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kingdom,  and  they  are  held  by  bonds  invisible  in  one  sacred  fel- 
lowship. As  human  nature  is,  and  even  as  sanctified  human  na- 
ture is  in  its  present  experiences,  and  in  its  present  stages  of 
development,  it  is  doubtless  better,  in  the  interest  of  unity,  for 
men  to  maintain  separate  but  not  hostile  organizations,  and  to 
worship  through  varied  forms,  and  to  work  by  different  methods 
and  instrumentalities;  but  the  divine  thought  of  unity  is  not  to 
be  trifled  with  nor  belittled;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  all  who  know 
and  love  the  Lord  to  set  their  hearts  and  their  faces  and  their 
lives  toward  the  realization,  just  as  far  as  possible  in  outward 
form,  of  that  which  actually  exists  in  God's  sight,  and  which  was 
the  burden  of  the  supplication  of  Jesus  in  the  Uj^per  Chamber. 
This  unity  of  the  kingdom  is  the  ideal  and  prophecy  of  the 
unity  of  humanity.  If  humanity  ever  comes  into  the  realization 
of  anything  like  a  vital  unity,  it  will  be  through  the  voluntary 
surrender  of  individual  souls  in  numbers  so  large  as  to  control 
society  to  the  laws  of  the  Kingdom  of  God.  One  of  the  ob- 
stacles to  the  apprehension  and  establishment  of  the  kingdom 
as  Christ  announced  it,  was  the  total  absence  from  the  ideas 
and  systems  of  men  of  any  sense  of  kinship  so  wide  as  to 
embrace  all  tribes  and  nations  and  tongues.  It  was  a 
strange  doctrine  the  Apostle  preached  when  he  stood  in 
the  midst  of  the  Areopagus,  face  to  face  with  the  culture  and 
achievement  and  exclusiveness  of  the  old  classic  world,  and  de- 
clared that  God  had  "made  of  one  every  nation  of  men."  A 
great  writer,  in  speaking  of  the  religious  conceptions  which  were 
dominant  at  the  moment  when  Roman  power  had  touched  the 
point  of  culmination,  and  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  seeing 
how  a  single  organization  of  any  sort  could  be  made  to  include 
all  true  believers,  uses  this  language :  "The  thought  of  a  re- 
ligion not  national,  but  for  all  races,  would  have  recoiled  from 
the  rocky  masses  of  the  unbroken  nationalities  of  an  earlier  age." 
He  says  further  that  the  Old  World  encountered  a  limitation  be- 
yond which  it  could  not  pass,  in  that  it  "  lacked  the  thought  of 
humanity ;  and,  since  it  knew  not  the  whole,  it  could  not  rightly 
appreciate  the  parts."  It  was  one  of  the  functions  of  the  uni- 
versality of  the  Roman  Empire  to  familiarize  the  minds  of  men 
with  a  notion  so  broad,  and  in  this  way  to  help  them  over  into 
the  conception  of  a  kingdom  whose  boundaries  were  to  be  as 
wide  as  the  outermost  reaches  of  humanity,  and  whose  realms 
were  to  be  peopled  from  all  the  nations.  Having  derived  this 
kind  of  aid  in  securing  a  lodgment  in  men's  minds  from  the  out- 
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ward  unity  imposed  upon  the  political  world  by  ambitious  rulers, 
there  has  been  a  reciprocal  service  of  inestimable  value  already 
rendered  to  the  nations  by  this  conception  of  the  unity  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  through  which  they  have  been  kept  in  such 
measure  of  harmony  and  fellowship  as  they  have  enjoyed.  For, 
as  this  same  writer  well  adds  :  "  That  which  today  holds  culti- 
vated nations  in  unity,  notwithstanding  all  their  diversity,  is  their 
common  Christianity."  The  nations,  even  the  best  of  them,  are 
far  enough  from  being  what  they  ought  to  be  ;  they  are  selfish, 
jealous,  aggressive,  but  the  idea  and  laws  and  forces  of  the  King- 
dom of  God  have  changed  them  immensely  for  the  better. 

III.  THE  KINGDOM  OF  GOD  IS  A  KINGDOM  IN  WHICH  RIGHT- 
EOUSNESS IS  MAGNIFIED  AND  MADE  THE  STANDARD  AND  AIM  OF 
LIFE. 

This  is  the  order :  first,  the  heart  touched  and  purified  by 
divine  influences,  and  then  the  life  brought  over  into  a  heavenly 
spirit  and  made  conformable  to  the  will  of  God.  The  Kingdom 
of  God  has  only  to  come  and  have  its  way  and  sway  everywhere 
in  order  to  fill  the  earth  with  purity  and  justice  and  helpful  love. 
The  Kingdom  of  God,  established  in  its  ideal  form  and  fullness, 
is  the  realization  of  the  highest  possibilities  of  which  man  in  his 
social  relationships  is  capable.  When  the  Kingdom  of  God  shall 
have  come  in  its  round  and  ripe  completeness,  light  will  be  uni- 
versally diffused,  and  the  royal  law  will  be  the  rule  of  conduct, 
and  hearts  and  hands  will  be  clean,  and  homes  will  be  sweet, 
and  the  conduct  of  all  affairs,  buying  and  selling,  building  houses 
and  roads  and  ships,  making  laws,  administering  governments, 
will  be  in  a  temper  of  strictest  integrity,  and  society  in  all  its 
ends  and  movements  will  be  a  reflection  of  the  disposition  of 
Him  whose  purity  is  absolute  and  whose  goodness  is  inexhaust- 
ible. The  will  of  God  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven. 
Legislation,  institutions,  customs,  literature,  art,  social  inter- 
course, industrial  and  business  policies,  relations  of  classes  and 
nationalities  and  races,  will  all  be  informed  with  a  new  celestial 
spirit.  There  will  be  no  color  lines,  and  no  claims  of  superior 
stock  and  ancient  pedigree,  and  no  assumptions  of  caste,  and  no 
narrow,  contemptible  jealousies  of  Occident  and  Orient,  to  ex- 
cite prejudice  and  stir  to  Sand-Lot  orator  assaults  in  Califor- 
nia, or  to  Glenn-Bill  assaults  in  Georgia,  or  to  wild  mob  out- 
breaks and  cruel  massacres  in  India,  or  Egypt,  or  China,  or  Tur- 
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key.  There  will  be  no  burnining  question  of  capital  and  labor  ; 
and  no  wide  yawning  gulf  between  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor. 
Croesus  will  be  a  man  among  men,  human,  helpful ;  and  Lazarus 
will  have  a  tenderer  ministry  than  dogs  to  lick  his  sores.  The 
fruits  of  the  Spirit,  no  longer  overshadowed  and  choked  by  the 
rank  growths  of  the  flesh,  will  mature,  and  peace  and  good  will 
will  prevail  among  men.  > 

This  is  not  a  dream  —  a  mere  poetic  fancy  created  out  of 
the  romantic  and  gilded  conceits  of  men  who  have  allowed  their 
imaginations  to  roam  unlicensed,  and  to  paint  the  future  with 
pictures  suited  to  the  genial  impulse  or  the  whim  of  the  moment. 
This  is  what  the  Kingdom  of  God  implies  and  anticipates.  It  is 
what  we  look  forward  to  when  we  work  for  the  consummation  of 
the  kingdom  —  the  filling  of  the  earth  with  righteousness. 

The  Kingdom  of  God  is  to  accomplish  this,  or  rather  the 
Kingdom  of  God  is  to  get  itself  set  up  in  the  world,  and  ad- 
vance to  its  true  regnancy  in  human  hearts  and  over  human  af- 
fairs, by  working  from  within,  outward.  While  the  manifesta- 
tion will  be  in  the  forms  of  material  amelioration,  and  better  so- 
cial order,  and  life  sublimed  into  harmony  with  right  reason  — 
because  into  loyalty  to  God  —  the  propulsive  energy  of  it  all 
is  spiritual.  It  is  not  a  kingdom  of  outward  forms  and  forces, 
but  of  inward.  Like  a  tree,  the  blossom  and  fruit  are  on  the 
outside,  but  the  fructifying  principle  is  within,  hidden  away  from 
human  eyes.  Attempt  to  get  the  fruit  by  any  other  process  than 
this  by  which  it  is  unfolded  through  the  working  of  the  unseen 
vitalities  of  the  tree  itself,  and  there  will  be  no  fruit.  Never  can 
the  Kingdom  of  God  come  from  any  external  pressure  or  con- 
straint. Some  conditions  are  very  much  more  favorable  to  moral 
and  spiritual  progress  than  others.  History  is  full  of  instances 
in  which  tyranny  and  oppression  have  hindered  the  triumphs  of 
the  truth.  Ecclesiastical  cunning  and  hate  baffle  Protestantism 
in  Austria  and  Russia  today.  But  conventional  conformities 
are  not  the  kingdom  come.  No  edicts  of  rulers,  and  no  decrees 
and  statutes  of  legislatures  can  make  men  righteous.  The  King- 
dom of  God  is  within.  It  must  be  within  before  it  can  be  in  any 
worthy  sense  outward  and  real. 

This  is  a  hard  fact  to  realize.  Our  Lord  Himself  had  to  em- 
phasize it  continually.  There  was  a  tendency  in  thought  to  con- 
found the  Kingdom  of  God  with  earthly  sovereignties  ;  and  there 
was  a  tendency  in  action  to  subordinate  the  Kingdom  of  God  to 
the  ambitious  schemes  of   earthly  sovereignties.     This  was  the 
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notion  of  the  Pharisees  to  whom  Jesus  addressed  His  answer  in 
reply  to  their  question  as  to  when  the  kingdom  should  come  : 
"  The  Kingdom  of  God  cometh  not  with  observation  ;  neither 
shall  they  say,  Lo,  here  !  or  there  !  for  lo,  the  Kingdom  of  God 
is  within  you."  After  Jesus,  Paul  laid  stress  on  the  same  fact. 
"  The  Kingdom  of  God  is  not  eating  and  drinking,  but  right- 
eousness and  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost." 

The  Kingdom  of  God  rests  on  the  hearts  of  men.  It  ap- 
peals to  the  hearts  of  men,  and  it  conquers  by  conquering  the 
hearts  of  men.  It  approaches  peoples  and  nations  who  know 
not  God,  not  with  arms  and  streaming  banners,  but  with  the 
truth.  It  brings  souls  into  subjection  not  by  force,  but  by  love 
and  reason.  When  it  has  won  its  conquests,  it  does  not  seek  to 
maintain  them  by  the  power  of  the  sword,  but  by  the  sublime 
might  of  the  verities  of  God.  It  creates  no  earthly  thrones.  It 
awes  by  no  majesty  of  earthly  dominion.  The  dazzling  splen- 
4or  of  earthly  hierarchies,  the  cunning  intrigues  of  diplomatists, 
the  mad  endeavors  of  wild  and  fanatical  crusaders,  have  no  place 
in  the  aggressive  economy  of  the  Kingdom  of  God.  All  these 
are  of  the  world.  The  Kingdom  of  God  deals  with  mind,  with 
will,  with  conscience.  It  moves  forward  and  registers  victories 
by  bringing  individuals  under  the  power  of  the  Spirit  and  into 
harmony  with  the  law  of  God.  It  is  in  the  heart  that  evil  has  its 
stronghold.  The  heart  is  the  hot-bed  in  which  grow  the  vices  of 
adultery  and  theft  and  lying  and  murder,  and  every  black  and 
festering  sin.  Do  whatever  else  we  may  to  better  the  condition 
of  mankind,  and  to  improve  society  and  to  advance  civilization, 
it  is  all  of  no  avail  unless  there  be  an  inward  cleansing.  Change 
a  man  inwardly,  change  a  man  as  he  fronts  God,  change  the  in- 
difference and  the  hate  and  the  oppugnancy  which  are  in  a  man 
into  love,  change  his  disloyalty  into  loyalty,  and  all  the  rest  will 
follow.     The  scepter  of  the  kingdom  is  a  right  scepter. 

Hence  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  something  intensely  real.  It 
is  real  because  it  involves  opposition  to  all  iniquity  and  dark- 
ness. Against  every  vice  and  crime  known  to  the  courts,  against 
every  evil  disposition  and  tendency,  against  every  iniquity  which 
admits  of  remedy,  against  every  habit  and  custom  and  code  which 
obstructs  the  inflow  of  light  and  takes  souls  downward  toward 
the  pit,  against  every  needless  burden,  and  every  disability,  and 
every  wrong  under  which  humanity  groans,  the  Kingdom  of  God 
is  and  must  be  a  living  and  uncompromising  protest. 
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IV.  THE  KINGDOM  OF  GOD  IS  TO  BE  REALIZED  THROUGH  THE 
KNOWLEDGE  AND  ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF  JESUS  CHRIST. 

Christ  is  the  seal  of  the  divineness  of  the  kingdom.  He  is 
the  bond  of  the  unity  of  the  kingdom.  He-  is  the  source  and 
power  of  the  righteousness  of  the  kingdom.  He  is  the  open 
door  and  sublime  attraction  of  the  kingdom.  "  I  am  the  Way, 
and  the  Truth,  and  the  Life  ;  no  one  cometh  unto  the  Father 
but  by  Me." 

Here  it  will  do  no  harm  to  say  over  again,  perhaps,  what 
has  been  said  incidentally  a  number  of  times  already,  and  is 
implied  in  this  whole  discussion,  that  the  Kingdom  of  God  stands 
as  the  equivalent  of  the  ideal  condition  of  humanity,  and  that 
the  Kingdom  of  God  realized  is  the  best  possible  condition  hu- 
manity can  reach.  But  there  are  men  who  stoutly  claim  that 
Christianity  stands  in  the  way  of  any  large  progress  of  the  race, 
and  that  while  there  are  good  things  inherent  in  the  system,  as 
there  are  in  all  the  Great  Religions,  the  world  has  outgrown  the 
faith  of  the  simple  Nazarene,  and  we  must  look  to  other  agen- 
cies and  principles  and  methods  to  carry  mankind  much  farther 
onward. 

Men  say  :  "  Give  us  profound  philosophies ;  give  us  learning 
widely  diffused;  give  us  music  for  the  masses;  give  us  art  in 
cheap,  instructive  form  ;  give  us  science  with  lessons  of  wisdom 
garnered  out  of  all  the  departments  of  creation,  and  with  appli- 
cations to  all  the  varied  uses  of  daily  life  ;  give  us  anatomies  and 
physiologies  that  we  may  know  how  wonderfully  we  are  made, 
and  on  what  conditions  life  may  be  kept  at  its  best  and  prolonged  ; 
give  us  equitable  social  economies;  give  us  the  opportunity  and 
the  protection  which  liberal  and  just  laws  will  afford  ;  give  us  re- 
form in  individuals  and  homes  and  states;  give  us  institutions 
which  will  encourage  virtue,  and  foster  manhood,  and  build  every- 
thing up  on  a  basis  of  intelligence  and  equity  and  purity ;  and 
then  there  will  be  progress  for  the  world."  "  Give  us  these  things," 
men  continue,  "  and  the  Golden  Age  of  which  poets  have  sung 
will  glide  softly  in,  and  bent  forms  will  straighten  up,  and  moist- 
ened cheeks  will  become  dry,  and  aching  hearts  will  swell  with 
joy,  and  the  old  earth,  dismal  with  the  groans  of  a  smitten  and 
burdened  humanity,  will  resound  with  the  notes  of  ecstatic  tri- 
umph. There  will  be  natural  and  rational  living  then,  and  con- 
cord and  happiness  everywhere." 

This  is  what  men  say  :  "  Give  us  these  things."     But  when 
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men  say,  in  terms  of  such  simple,  easy  assurance  :  "Give  us  these 
things,"  to  whom  do  they  speak?  What  powers  do  they  invoke  ? 
Is  it  anything  more,  after  all,  than  a  pretty  little  soliloquy  ? 

Beyond  any  question  these  are  all  fine  things.  Great  good 
would  surely  come  to  all  human  kind  if  the  suggestions  here 
made  could  only  be  adopted,  and  the  principles  here  announced 
could  be  set  forward  into  control  in  affairs.  This  is  not  the  lo- 
cation of  the  dispute.  Only  give  them  to  us  !  Only  put  them 
in  motion  !  Who  is  to  do  it  ?  W7ho  is  to  rise  up  and  render 
this  high  service  ?  Will  Genius  ?  Genius  has  had  its  unob- 
structed opportunity  in  the  past.  Will  Culture  ?  Greece  had  cult- 
ure, and  Rome  had  culture,  and  we  all  know  what  came  of  it 
even  in  the  most  cultivated  circles  of  those  renowned  nations. 
Will  Wealth  ?  Will  Power  ?  For  the  most  part,  Wealth  and  Power 
have  sought  their  own.  The  case  admits  of  far  stronger  state- 
ment. Without  a  living  Christ,  and  the  principles  and  motive 
forces  supplied  from  a  vital  and  aggressive  Christianity,  the  very 
agencies  and  instrumentalities  on  which  men  lay  such  stress  for 
the  perfecting  of  the  condition  of  humanity,  fall  speedily  away 
into  inefficiency.  Art,  science,  philosophy,  social  economies,  re- 
formatory agencies,  educational  institutions,  governments  as  free 
and  equal  as  it  is  possible  to  make,  right  balancings  of  work  and 
pay,  all  come  to  naught  unless  informed  in  their  life  and  pur- 
pose from  the  life  and  purpose  of  the  Son  of  God. 

Every  little  wTiile  somebody  comes  forward  —  oftener  than 
otherwise  self-announced  —  who  has  discovered  a  new  way  for 
the  world  out  of  the  wilderness  of  darkness  and  misery  and  guilt 
into  which  it  has  somehow  been  plunged.  How  often  the  par- 
tisans of  these  new  schemes  are  heard  shouting  their  "  Eurekas  " 
to  each  other.  But  no,  the  torches  which  are  to  make  the  world 
luminous,  not  with  a  fitful  glare,  but  with  the  permanent  splen- 
dor of  a  fresh  morning,  must  be  kindled  in  the  white  light  of 
the  radiance  which  falls  in  on  mankind  from  the  face  of  God. 
Any  throb  of  real  divine  life  which  any  man  gets  into  his  soul 
will  come  from  bringing  his  heart  close  up  to  the  divine  heart  of 
Him  who  came  to  be  a  source  and  motive  of  new  creation  to  all 
who  were  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins.  It  is  through  this  process, 
also,  that  society  may  hope  to  be  informed  and  reformed  ;  re- 
formed because  informed  writh  the  living  truth  of  the  living 
Christ. 

It  is  sometimes  affirmed,  strangely  enough  in  the  face  of  his- 
tory, that  there  is  a  native  tendency  in  mankind  which  necessi- 
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tates  advancement.  Those  holding  this  view  have  much  to  say 
about  civilization  and  progress.  But,  as  ex-President  Woolsey, 
of  Yale  College,  has  said  :  "  Civilization  and  progress  are  words 
of  jugglery.  They  are  general  terms  of  no  meaning  except  as 
including  the  motive  forces  which  lead  man  on  to  the  standard 
of  perfect  manhood.  These  forces  are  religion,  morals,  social 
life,  government,  art,  and  science.  The  chief  of  these  motive 
forces  is  religion.  How  is  the  world  to  get  along  without  these 
any  more  than  the  most  nicely  furnished  locomotive  can  leave 
its  place  or  can  go  on  safely,  without  steam  or  a  road  ?  Would 
it  not  be  as  absurd  to  say  that  civilization  consists  in  that  ad- 
vancement of  society  which  will  supersede  the  necessity  of  re- 
ligion ?  Until  civilization  can  create  some  new  kind  of  force  to 
perfect  mankind,  it  must  depend  in  no  small  degree  for  its  per- 
fection and  spread  on  the  moral  forces  called  into  being  by  the 
Gospel." 

The  thing  to  do  now,  therefore,  is  precisely  what  it  has  been 
for  eighteen  hundred  years,  and  what  it  will  continue  to  be  un- 
til the  nations  have  been  given  to  their  gracious  Sovereign  for 
His  inheritance,  and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  His 
possession  :  it  is  to  fall  back  upon  the  example  of  the  great 
Apostle  and  work  in  the  spirit,  and  with  the  truth,  and  for  the 
ends  illustrated  in  his  career. 

In  making  a  study  of  the  writings  and  methods  of  Paul, 
with  a  view  to  ascertaining  what  lesson  he  has  to  teach  in  this 
great  matter  of  bringing  the  world  back  into  allegiance  to  God, 
one  is  struck  —  or  if  one  is  not  struck  it  can  only  be  because  he 
has  carried  preconceived  and  biasing  notions  into  the  investi- 
gation—  with  these  two  very  significant  facts: 

(i)  The  unhesitating  and  uniform  and  persistent  stress  laid 
by  him  on  the  sacrificial  death  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  would  seem 
impossible  to  over-state  the  importance  he  ascribed  to  the  blood 
of  the  Son  of  God.  God's  love  commended  to  us  in  that  while  we 
were  yet  sinners  Christ  died  for  us  ;  reconciled  to  God  when  as 
yet  we  were  enemies  through  the  death  of  His  Son  ;  justified  by 
or  in  His  blood,  are  phrases  gathered  out  of  a  single  passage,  in 
which  he  is  showing  how  guilty  men  come  to  have  standing  in 
righteousness.  From  the  hour  when,  nigh  unto  Damascus,  beams 
of  whelming  light  flashed  in  upon  his  soul,  and  he  fell  upon  the 
earth,  and  heard  a  voice  saying  unto  him,  Saul,  Saul,  why  per- 
secutest  thou  me  ?  until  that  other  hour,  when  close  down  to  the 
outer  bound  of  his  earthly  career,  the  time  of  his  departure  had 
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come,  and  he  could  sit —  imprisoned — and  triumphantly  write 
of  the  good  fight  he  had  fought,  and  of  the  course  he  had  finished, 
and  of  the  faith  he  had  kept,  and  of  the  crown  of  righteousness 
which  was  laid  up  for  him,  Christ  Crucified  never  ceased  to  be 
to  him  the  over-mastering  thought  of  all  he  knew  of  the  revela- 
tion of  God  to  a  guilty  world.  According  to  his  conception,  Cal- 
vary was  at  once  the  supreme  necessity  and  the  culminating  event 
in  the  scheme  of  human  redemption.  In  mind  and  heart  he 
magnified  the  Cross. 

(2)  The  second  significant  fact  is  the  way  in  which  he 
brought  the  Crucified  Christ  forward  on  all  opportunities,  and  in 
all  exigencies,  and  used  Him  as  the  one  quickening  and  propul- 
sive truth  through  which  he  was  to  accomplish  his  ends. 

It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  sublime  and  all-compre- 
hending object  Paul  had  in  view  after  he  became  loyal  to  Jesus, 
was  the  advancement  of  this  Kingdom  of  God.  In  this  sense  he 
was  "  a  man  of  one  idea."  This  thought  possessed  his  entire 
being  and  filled  the  whole  horizon  of  his  vision. 

But  the  high  business  as  he  conducted  it  fell  into  three  sub- 
divisions :  first,  setting  men's  faces  toward  God,  or  starting  them 
in  the  way  of  a  right  life  ;  second,  building  men  up  in  holy  charac- 
ter, or  in  character  after  the  pattern  of  the  Divine  Man  ;  third, 
guarding  men  against  the  subtle  powers  of  temptation,  or  cor- 
recting the  erroneous  opinions  into  which  they  might  be  betrayed 
by  their  own  reflections  or  by  the  cunning  sophistries  of  the  en- 
emies of  the  truth.  Follow  the  course  of  this  master  mind  of  the 
ages  through  from  Damascus  to  Rome,  observing  what  he  did, 
listening  to  what  he  said,  and  it  will  be  found  that  one  or  the  other 
of  these  resplendent  services  was  what  occupied  him  always. 
This  was  his  one  way  of  advancing  the  Kingdom  of  God  and 
filling  the  earth  with  righteousness  —  getting  men  into  right  re- 
lations with  God,  getting  men  to  growing  in  grace  and  knowledge, 
getting  men  free  from  all  entanglements  of  evil  and  error. 

But  the  instrumentality  employed,  the  truth  to  which  he 
trusted  for  working  the  transformation  desired  in  the  hearts  and 
lives  of  men,  and  in  society,  was  just  this  —  the  Crucified  Christ. 
To  the  Corinthians  he  wrote  :  "  For  I  determined  not  to  know 
anything  among  you  save  Jesus  Christ  and  Him  Crucified." 
What  he  meant  was  that  he  had  no  confidence  in  Hebrew  tra- 
ditions and  rituals,  nor  in  Greek  culture,  nor  in  any  drift  of  na- 
ture, nor  in  any  scheme  of  human  legislation,  nor  in  any  other 
humanly  devised  plan  for  working  out  the  highest  well-being  of 
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men,  but  staked  all  on  the  simple  story  of  the  Uplifted  Christ. 
The  question  was  how  to  do  most  good,  how  to  save  men,  how 
to  save  society,  how  to  get  humanity  into  the  apprehension  and 
life  of  God,  and  into  the  consciousness  of  the  possibilities  of  light 
and  strength  and  joy  within  reach ;  and  Paul  said  it  was  by  hold- 
ing forth  the  Word,  or  pressing  upon  the  attention  of  men  the 
story  of  the  Crucified  Christ.  This  was  the  large  and  precious 
and  all-comprehending  truth  he  used  from  beginning  to  end.  It 
was  with  this  truth  he  won  his  victories  for  individual  souls  and 
for  society  at  large. 

This  is  the  effective  truth  still,  and  the  open  way  into  all 
highest  spiritual  and  moral  triumphs.  If  we  are  to  help  the  world 
forward  —  to  help  so  that  human  life  shall  be  abetter  thing,  and 
worthier  the  expenditures  which  have  gone  into  it,  and  the  height 
to  which  it  may  rise  —  it  must  be  through  Christ.  It  is  the  truth 
and  the  life  and  the  spirit  of  the  crucified  but  risen  Lord  which 
we  shall  find  full  of  all  potency  for  good.  There  are  many  inci- 
dental agencies  of  value,  but  nothing  to  be  named  with  the  Cru- 
cified Christ.  If  the  kingdom  ever  comes  on  earth,  it  will  be 
through  the  knowledge  and  acknowledgment  of  the  Crucified 
Christ. 

These,  then,  are  some  of  what  seem  to  me  to  be  right  con- 
ceptions of  the  Kingdom  of  God.  Turning  these  conceptions 
over  one  by  one,  and  looking  at  them  at  a  somewhat  different 
angle,  we  find  in  them  a  large  measure  of  motive  value  in  the 
form  of  encouragement  in  our  endeavors  to  carry  the  light  of  the 
Gospel  everywhere,  and  of  guidance  in  the  choice  of  specific  ends 
and  methods,  and  of  inspiration  to  do  our  best. 

i.  To  begin  with,  in  the  di7>ineness  of  the  kingdom  there  is  cer- 
tified to  us  the  cooperation  of  God,  in  a  peculiar  and  eminent  sense, 
in  all  our  efforts  to  build  up  and  establish  the  kingdom. 

As  has  been  said,  this  kingdom  is  God's.  It  had  its  origin 
in  the  wisdom  and  love  of  God.  It  was  set  up  in  the  world,  and 
it  has  been  carried  forward  to  its  present  stage  of  development 
through  the  grace  of  God. 

When  we  take  an  interest  in  the  kingdom  and  seek  to  pro- 
mote it  by  counsel,  by  prayer,  by  gift,  by  any  sort  of  wise  and 
sincere  service,  we  come  right  into  line  with  the  divine  thought, 
and  thus  put  ourselves  in  an  attitude  to  secure  the  favor  and 
help  of  God,  and  to  make  sure  of  final  victory.     Men  who  are 
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occupied  with  this  high  concern  of  the  kingdom,  and  who  are  de- 
voting strength  and  thought  and  time  and  substance  to  its  wel- 
fare and  progress,  are  not  like  those  who  are  busy  in  efforts  to 
introduce  a  new  system  of  philosophy  or  metaphysics,  or  to  pop- 
ularize a  new  school  of  poetry,  or  to  secure  a  patent  on  some 
new  invention,  or  to  change  the  platform  and  policy  of  a  party, 
or  to  launch  successfully  a  great  material  enterprise ;  but  they  are 
working  for  something  which  is  known  to  be  peculiarly  dear  to 
the  heart  of  God,  and  which  has  on  it  the  stamp  of  the  special 
approval  of  God. 

This  is  at  once  a  marvelous  and  a  blessed  thing —  to  be  in 
line  with  God,  moving  forward  in  concert  with  the  purposes  of 
God,  working  with  God's  truth  and  by  methods  and  in  a  temper 
suggested  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  spending  and  being  spent 
for  ends  which  are  precious  in  the  estimation  of  God  !  What  is 
there  like  it  ? 

It  need  not  be  doubted  for  a  moment  that  all  truth  wher- 
ever lodged,  and  all  good  aims  and  objects,  are  sacred  in  the 
thought  of  God.  It  need  not  be  doubted  for  a  moment  that  God 
sympathizes  with  all  truth  in  its  struggles  for  expression  and  rec- 
ognition ;  that  every  right  word  and  deed  pleases  Him,  and  that 
His  providence,  in  the  long  run,  is  on  the  side  of  every  noble  en- 
deavor to  set  men  right,  and  to  put  a  better  face  on  affairs  in 
general. 

But  there  is  a  unique  sense  in  which  the  cooperation  of  God 
is  pledged  to  all  efforts  which  have  in  view  the  interests  and  the 
triumphs  of  the  kingdom. 

The  Scriptures  are  all  aglow  with  prophecies  which  imply 
the  presence  of  God  amongst  His  people  and  the  working  of  God 
in  and  through  and  with  all  who  believe  in  His  name  to  fill  the 
world  with  knowledge,  and  to  bring  the  nations  into  loving  sub- 
jection to  their  true  Sovereign.  They  are  in  the  Old  Testament 
and  they  are  in  the  New  Testament —  these  prophecies  —  shining 
like  unquenchable  stars  in  the  heavens. 

There  are  other  assurances  besides  those  contained  in  for- 
mal prophecies,  positive  and  unequivocal,  to  the  same  effect. 
Are  we  not  told  that  "  we  are  laborers  together  with  God  "  ?  One 
of  the  most  touching  appeals  of  the  Apostle  begins  with  these 
words  :  "  We,  then,  as  laborers  together  with  God."  It  is  for 
this  reason  that  things  weak  and  foolish  in  the  narrow  judgment 
of  men  are  able  to  confound  the  wise,  and  things  that  are  not,  to 
bring  to  naught  things  that  are.     God  is  behind  them  and  in 
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them,  and  they  look  forward  to  an  issue  which  has  on  it  the 
benediction  of  God.  Nothing  seems  more  improbable  from  the 
view-point  of  hurrfan  calculation  than  that  some  results  which 
are  illustrious  in  history  should  have  come  from  the  measurable, 
observable  efforts  which  were  put  forth  to  secure  them.  It  is  the 
same  explanation  —  God  was  present,  cooperant. 

It  is  said  that  a  little  seed  which  can  be  borne  in  the  beak 
of  a  bird,  dropped  into  a  crevice  of  the  Alps,  sometimes  germi- 
nates, and  gathering  a  hidden  force  from  air  and  sunshine,  works 
away  with  its  mysterious  leverage  of  swelling  vitality  until  it  can 
rend  mountain  rocks  asunder,  and  hurl  them  thundering  down 
into  the  deep  and  inaccessible  caverns  below.  It  is  a  small  thing, 
this  bit  of  a  seed,  to  bring  about  so  much.  How  does  it  do  it? 
It  does  it  by  just  getting  into  line  with  nature.  It  has  the  om- 
nipotent energy  of  nature  behind  to  help  it.  At  its  noiseless  in- 
vocation everlasting  principles  come  to  its  aid,  and,  at  the  de- 
cisive moment,  the  great  and  universal  law  of  gravitation  stands 
ready  to  lend  a  weight  that  is  irresistible.  If  God  be  for  us,  who 
can  be  against  us  ?  If  God  work  with  us,  who  can  hinder  the 
success  of  our  efforts  ? 

What  other  institutions  and  organizations  shall  survive  the 
wrestlings  of  our  own  and  of  after  times  no  man  can  tell  ;  but  this 
kingdom  for  whose  coming  we  are  taught  to  pray,  and  for  whose 
coming  we  work,  is  one  which  cannot  be  moved.  It  is  a  kingdom 
of  which  there  shall  be  no  end  and  against  which  the  gates  of 
hell  shall  not  prevail.  He  who  has  wrought  on  through  the 
mighty  centuries  in  aid  of  those  who  have  been  doing  their  best 
to  help  forward  the  kingdom,  guarding  their  lives  or  sanctifying 
their  deaths,  girding  them  with  strength,  supplying  them  with 
wisdom  and  grace,  and  who  at  the  same  time  has  been  bringing 
science,  art,  discovery,  inventions,  material  achievements,  wealth, 
learning,  wars,  conflicts,  revolutions,  into  subserviency  to  the  one 
common  end  of  the  kingdom,  will  stand  by  the  promise  made 
through  the  lips  of  the  Risen  Lord,  "  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway." 

2.  This  conception  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  its  unity  empha- 
sizes the  sentiment  and  the  obligation  of  brotherhood  in  Christ  and  of 
fellowship  i?i  work. 

It  makes  it  easy,  or  if  not  easy,  imperative,  to  stand  on  a 
platform  of  equality — man  with  man;  no  man,  in  a  spirit  of 
mere  pride  or  conceit  or  disdain,  exalting  himself  above  any  other 
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man.  It  lifts  one  out  of  the  atmosphere  of  personal  prejudice 
and  localism  which  always  circumscribes  and  blinds,  and  takes 
him  forward  into  large  comprehensive  views  of  things,  and  a  tem- 
per of  catholicity.  It  warms  the  heart  and  sets  currents  of  sympa- 
thy in  motion,  and  with  one  who  feels  that  he  is  really  in  the 
kingdom,  alive  with  its  life,  and  intent  on  the  things  which  belong 
to  the  kingdom,  it  soon  comes  to  be  a  kind  of  second  nature  to 
be  very  tender  to  the  weak  and  erring  and  alienated,  and  helpful 
up  to  the  highest  measure  of  helpfulness  wherever  a  stroke  can 
be  made  to  tell  for  God  and  humanity. 

There  are  two  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  hearty  and  en- 
thusiastic fellowship  in  the  work  of  the  kingdom. 

One  is  a  disposition  to  estimate  men,  not  according  to  the 
standard  of  value  which  holds  under  the  laws  of  the  kingdom, 
but  according  to  the  standards  of  the  world,  political  standards, 
commercial  standards,  social  standards,  aesthetic  standards,  manu- 
facturers' standards  ;  which  make  them  worth  just  what  can  be 
got  out  of  them,  and  not  what  can  be  put  into  them.  That  un- 
covers a  sharp  difference.  That  is  one  of  the  points  of  difference 
between  the  world's  way  and  God's  way  of  looking  at  men.  The 
world  says  :  "  How  can  this  man  be  used  ?  "  "  What  sort  of  ser- 
vice is  it  possible  for  him  to  render?  "  God  says  :  "  What  can 
be  made  of  this  man  ?  "  "  Into  what  magnificent  proportions  can 
he  be  builded  ?"  It  is  something  to  mourn  over,  the  fatal  facil- 
ity with  which  not  a  few  will  manage  to  over-ride  all  theories 
and  all  requirements  of  brotherhood,  and  side  with  the  world  and 
against  God  in  this  matter  of  forming  opinions  and  drawing  con- 
clusions concerning  men,  and  in  the  treatment  to  be  accorded  to 
men.  This  severs  the  bond  of  mutual  confidence  and  stops  the 
interflow  of  mutual  sympathy ;  and  hands  which  ought  to  be  and 
which  otherwise  would  be  joined,  are  not  locked  in  fellowship  of 
service.  In  how  many  churches,  in  how  many  bodies  of  believ- 
ers, there  is  no  practical  appreciation  and  sense  of  oneness,  of 
oneness  each  with  all  because  of  a  oneness  each  with  Christ ! 
Judgments  are  arrived  at  and  actions  determined,  not  after  divine, 
but  after  worldly  standards. 

The  other  difficulty  is  a  tendency,  or  perhaps  we  might  bet- 
ter say  a  habit,  in  large  numbers,  to  limit  the  interest  they  per- 
mit themselves  to  feel  in  the  affairs  and  on-goings  of  the  king- 
dom to  boundaries  prescribed  by  their  own  convenience  or  in- 
clination or  taste.  How  often,  even  at  this  day,  men  are  heard 
protesting  against  plans  and  expenditures  which    contemplate 
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carrying  the  Gospel  to  all  peoples  and  tribes,  and  winning  all  na- 
tions to  the  faith  of  Christ.  Not  unfrequently  the  view  is  very 
narrow,  and  men  are  found  with  vision  so  short  that  they  cannot 
see  over  the  rim  of  their  own  commonwealth  or  city,  if  indeed 
they  have  sight  of  anything  beyond  the  thresholds  of  their  own 
homes.  To  say  nothing  of  the  dishonor  put  upon  the  express 
commands  of  our  Lord,  these  attitudes  minimize  and  dwarf  the 
whole  business  of  the  Kingdom  of  God.  Things  are  seen  not  in 
their  totality,  not  in  their  all-comprehensiveness,  but  in  abroken, 
fragmentary  way.  Fellowship  with  God  in  His  love  for  a  lost 
world,  and  with  the  Son  of  God  in  His  sufferings  and  death  for 
the  restoration  of  a  lost  world  to  righteousness  and  peace,  dwin- 
dles away,  or  fails  to  develop  into  anything  save  a  poor,  sickly 
apology  for  fellowship.  The  high  aims  and  obligations  of  Christi- 
anity are  caricatured. 

But  when  one  opens  his  mind  to  the  apprehension  of  the 
kingdom  in  its  unity ;  a  unity  running  back  into  and  resting  on 
the  idea  of  a  common  Fatherhood  in  God,  and  a  common  hu- 
manity, and  a  redemption  common  to  all  who  will  accept  it  on 
the  terms  on  which  it  is  offered  in  the  Gospel,  and  a  blessedness 
in  the  world  to  come  common  to  all  who  secure  right  through 
faith  in  the  Slain  Lamb  to  enter  in  by  the  gates  into  the  city, 
then  men  —  all  men  everywhere  —  grow  large  and  sacred,  and 
any  sort  of  genuine  service,  if  only  it  be  genuine,  no  matter 
where,  no  matter  by  whom,  becomes  something  exceedingly 
precious.  The  kingdom  in  this  conception  of  its  unity,  once 
fairly  domesticated  in  the  soul,  broadens  thought,  broadens 
interest,  broadens  sympathy,  broadens  the  whole  man  ;  and  geo- 
graphical lines,  and  national  lines,  and  race  lines,  give  way  to 
the  higher  demands  of  spiritual  affiliation.  How  strange  and 
incongruous  to  stand  in  the  presence  of  this  august  idea,  which 
gathers  into  itself  so  many  other  august  ideas,  and  ask  whether 
this  man  or  that  man,  whether  this  race  or  that  race,  is  worth 
saving!  How  out  of  keeping  with  the  whole  spirit  of  this  unity 
are  efforts  to  antagonize  the  different  branches  and  depart- 
ments of  the  work  of  building  up  the  kingdom,  and  espec- 
ially of  efforts  to  carry  forward  one  branch  or  department 
at  the  expense  of  another.  It  is  all  one,  and  it  is  all  for  God  and 
His  glory. 

It  is  along  this  line — the  line  of  united  and  consecrated 
effort  to  build  up  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  the  earth — that  be- 
lievers will  come  into  a  fellowship  which  will  be  at  once  signifl- 
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cant  and  impressive.  Of  late  we  have  heard  not  a  little  about 
a  great  Metropolitan  Cathedral,  to  be  erected  at  a  cost  of  many 
millions,  by  contributions  from  all  the  Protestant  denominations, 
and  to  stand  as  a  symbol  of  Protestant  unity.  Missionaries 
and  missionary  churches  in  Japan  —  Presbyterian,  Reformed, 
Congregational  —  laying  aside  their  denominational  peculiarities, 
and  working  in  harmony  for  the  common  end  of  subjugating  the 
Empire  to  Christ,  is  a  better  symbol  of  Protestant  unity. 

3.  Inasmuch  as  righteousness  is  magnified  in  the  Kingdom  of 
God,  and  made  the  standard  and  aim  of  life,  the  ultimate  object  of 
all  our  labors  in  behalf  of  men,  and  communities  of  men,  will  be 
character,  character  developed  and  carried  on  into  ideal  completeness. 

We  call  it  loyalty  to  God ;  we  call  it  conformity  to  the  di- 
vine will ;  we  call  it  likeness  to  Christ;  we  call  it  the  attainment 
of  holiness  ;  but  it  is  all  epitomized  in  the  statement  that  it  is 
character,  or  the  reaching  of  the  moral  and  spiritual  condition 
which  was  contemplated  in  the  creation  of  man  in  the  image  of 
God. 

Not  at  first  shall  we  get  this.  The  first  thing  is  to  turn  men 
towards  God  by  getting  them  into  the  faith  and  fellowship  of  the 
Son  of  God ;  setting  them  in  the  way  and  bringing  them  under 
the  conditions  in  which  there  can  be  a  realization  of  character. 
But  character,  such  as  God  approves,  is  to  be  the  shining  goal 
of  all  the  running;  the  final  fruitage  of  all  the  sowing  and  toil. 
How  clear  the  Apostle's  perceptions,  and  how  intense  his  con- 
victions on  this  point!  According  to  his  apprehension,  what  a 
wealth  of  instruction  and  influence  there  is  in  the  church  con- 
centrated on  this  lofty  outcome  in  character  :  "  for  the  perfecting 
of  the  saints  —  till  we  all  attain  unto  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and 
of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a  full-grown  man,  unto 
the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fullness  of  Christ ;  that  we  may 
be  no  longer  children,  tossed  to  and  fro  and  carried  about  with 
every  wind  of  doctrine,  by  the  sleight  of  men,  in  craftiness,  after 
the  wiles  of  error,  but  speaking  truth  in  love,  may  grow  up  in  all 
things  into  Him,  which  is  the  head,  even  Christ."  It  is  not 
enough  simply  to  be  a  babe  in  Christ ;  it  is  not  enough  simply 
to  be  converted  and  to  have  initial  experiences,  even  though  full 
of  joy,  of  the  love  and  grace  of  God ;  step  by  step,  and  stage  by 
stage,  one  is  to  press  on  and  to  be  pressed  on  into  sweet  and 
full  and  symmetrical  and  robust  character.  Not  for  heaven  alone 
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is  it,  though  that  in  itself  were  a  motive  to  tax  the  strength  and 
stir  the  enthusiasm  of  all  earnest  souls  to  the  utmost,  that  the 
recruiting  and  educating  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  go  on,  but  that 
the  kingdom  here  on  earth  may  have  fit  citizens,  and  the  lands 
be  peopled  and  controlled  by  godly  men  and  women. 

This  is  a  suggestion  which  has  pertinency  in  connection 
with  all  forms  and  departments  of  aggressive  Christian  activity. 
In  the  Home  field  and  in  the  Foreign  field  alike  it  must  be  the 
aim  to  develop  a  type  of  manhood  which  shall  compel  admira- 
tion in  virtue  of  its  purity  and  breadth  and  nobleness  and  resolute 
vigor.  In  one  sense  it  is  the  glory  of  Christianity  and  certainly  a 
high  proof  of  its  divineness,  that  it  is  condescending,  compassion- 
ate, tender,  full  of  encouragement  to  the  weak  and  wayward,  full 
of  comfort  for  the  distressed  and  disappointed  and  sorrowing; 
but  there  is  a  requirement  beyond  this  ;  and  unless  Christianity 
here  at  home  makes  better  character  than  atheism  and  infidelity, 
makes  better  character  than  rationalism,  makes  better  character 
than  science  and  socialism  can  turn  out  —  character  with  more 
integrity,  and  more  pluck,  and  more  moral  grandeur  in  it ;  and 
unless  Christianity  abroad  can  make  better  character  —  in  every 
way  finer  and  stronger  and  more  trustworthy  than  Mohammed- 
anism, Buddhism,  or  Confucianism,  or  any  other  pagan  religion 
can  make,  then,  not  only  will  the  true  aim  and  the  highest  func- 
tion of  Christianity  be  missed,  but  a  great  many  people  will  be 
set  upon  asking  what  is  the  superior  merit  of  this  system,  and 
why  these  unwearied  efforts  and  expenditures  to  press  it  upon 
the  acceptance  of  all  mankind  ? 

There  is  no  doubt  in  any  of  our  minds  as  to  what  Christianity 
will  do  for  a  man  or  a  nation  when  permitted  to  work  out  its 
legitimate  results.  This  has  had  centuries  of  demonstration. 
There  is  no  doubt,  either,  that  large  numbers  of  devout  and  earnest 
souls,  wherever  there  are  such  souls,  are  working  wisely  and 
steadily  towards  the  high  achievement  of  right  character.  But  it 
is  a  question  whether  the  time  has  not  come,  whether  the  interests 
of  the  kingdom  do  not  demand  that  there  shall  be  a  new  and 
universal  stress  laid  upon  character  as  the  rare  and  commanding 
issue  of  all  efforts  by  Christian  workers  in  whatever  sphere,  or 
department,  or  section  of  the  globe. 

It  is  impossible,  in  the  circumstances  in  which  we  are  here 
gathered,  not  to  think  of  one,  large-souled,  venerable,  beloved  by 
all  who  knew  him,  and  gone  but  recently,  at  the  end  of  a  remarka- 
ble career  of  four-score  years,  to  his  new  sphere  of  interest  and 
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conquest,  who  illustrated  for  us  all  the  beauty  and  the  power  and 
the  glory  of  magnificently  developed  Christian  character.  Of 
ripe  experience,  profoundly  thoughtful,  master  of  his  faculties, 
benignant,  there  were  many  things  in  and  about  him  to  challenge 
admiration ;  but  the  transcendent  excellence  of  the  man,  the 
force  and  quality  in  him  which  lifted  him  into  his  conspicuous 
position,  and  gave  weight  and  majesty  to  his  name  whenever  it 
was  uttered,  was  his  character.  Natural  abilities  vary  ;  circum- 
stances are  more  propitious  in  some  cases  than  in  others  ;  but  in 
character  the  venerable  and  beloved  Dr.  Hopkins  stood  as  the 
type,  well-nigh  faultless,  of  what  ought  to  be  the  aspiration  for 
himself  and  others  of  all  who  are  in  the  kingdom. 

4.  The  fact  that  the  Ki?igdom  of  God  secures  its  enlargement 
through  the  knowledge  a?id  acknowledgme?it  of  Jesus  Christ,  empha- 
sizes both  the  duty  and  the  privilege  of  making  Christ  known  to  me?i 
—  to  all  me?i  everywhere  —  with  all  possible  energy  and  fidelity. 

It  is  but  a  commonplace  in  our  religious  thought  to  say  that 
Christ  is  the  most  pressing  need  of  the  world,  and  the-  message 
of  supreme  importance  to  be  carried  to  the  world;  but  it  is  com- 
monplace in  the  same  sense  in  which  the  sunshine  is  common- 
place ;  f^r  it  is  a  fact  which  never  loses  its  vitality  and  command- 
ing significance. 

This  was  Christ's  own  idea  of  His  mission.  He  was  here  to 
meet  an  exigency  which  involved  the  race.  "  For  God  so  loved 
the  world  that  He  gave  His  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever 
believeth  on  Him  should  not  perish,  but  have  eternal  life."  It 
would  be  the  crowning  service  men  could  render  to  make  the 
world  acquainted  with  this  "  only  begotten  Son,"  who  was  given 
of  God  to  save  the  perishing ;  and  so  the  final  words  which  fell 
from  His  lips  on  the  ears  of  the  disciples  when  His  great  expia- 
tory work  was  done,  and  He  was  about  to  ascend  unto  the  Father, 
were  these  :  "  All  authority  has  been  given  unto  Me  in  heaven 
and  on  earth.  Go  ye  therefore,  and  make  disciples  of  all  the  na- 
tions, baptizing  them  into  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  teaching  them  to  observe  all  things 
whatsoever  I  commanded  you  :  and  lo,  I  am  with  you  alway, 
even  unto  the  end  of  the  world." 

This  was  the  idea  of  the  Apostles  :  Christ  needed  every- 
where, and  the  story  of  Christ  to  be  told  everywhere,  told  in 
Jerusalem,  in  Athens,  in  Rome  —  the  typical  centers  of  religion 
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and  culture  and  power  —  and  told  outward  to  the  far  ends  of  the 
earth.  Some  of  these  men  kindled  and  glowed  in  every  power 
and  faculty  of  their  natures,  with  the  consuming  purpose  to  go 
everywhere  and  brave  everything  as  the  messengers  of  the  great 
salvation.  What  though  they  might  be  charged  with  being  wild 
enthusiasts  or  fanatics ;  what  though  they  might  be  persecuted 
and  smitten  and  bruised  even  to  the  death ;  what  though  their 
story  of  the  birth  and  life  and  death  and  resurrection  and  as- 
cension of  Jesus  might  be  pronounced  foolishness  in  all  culti- 
vated circles  ?  Yet  they  knew  that  Christ  was  the  power  of  God 
unto  salvation,  and  that  their  hopes  of  getting  men  into  the  king- 
dom, and  building  the  kingdom  up,  were  centered  in  getting  men 
into  the  intelligent  apprehension  and  sincere  acceptance  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

The  duty  and  the  privilege  remain.  Many  centuries  have 
come  and  gone  ;  defeats  have  been  suffered  and  victories  have 
been  gained ;  in  its  laws  and  manners  and  customs  and  habits, 
and  institutions  and  industries,  and  ruling  languages,  the  world 
has  greatly  changed  since  those  far-away  days  when  the  Son  of 
Man  trod  the  dusty  thoroughfares  of  the  Holy  Land,  and  laid 
down  His  life  a  ransom  for  many ;  there  are  new  methods,  and 
new  philosophies,  and  new  sciences,  and  new  political  and  social 
economies,  and  new  schools  of  thought —  any  number  of  them  ; 
but  human  nature  abides  the  same,  and  human  need  is  the  same, 
and  the  one  great  word  for  the  Church  still  to  utter,  and  the  one 
great  word  for  all  who  would  see  humanity  disenthralled  and 
lifted  into  the  light  and  liberty  of  God  still  to  utter,  is  —  Christ. 
Be  the  indifference  what  it  may  ;  be  the  opposition  what  it  may; 
be  the  counter-schemes  as  multitudinous  and  as  inefficient  as  the 
sands  of  the  sea-shore,  the  one  word  to  be  spoken,  and  spoken 
till  it  comes  back  in  glad  affirmations  and  jubilant  songs  of  the 
millions  redeemed,  is  Christ.  At  all  the  resplendent  centers  of 
liberal  learning,  where  mind  is  disciplined,  and  thought  is  gener- 
ated, and  books  are  written,  it  is  to  be  spoken.  In  all  the  great 
capitals  of  the  world,  where  laws  are  made,  and  policies  are  de- 
termined, and  governments  are  administered,  it  is  to  be  spoken. 
It  is  to  be  spoken  in  the  shining  marts  of  trade  and  commerce, 
and  amidst  the  whir  of  the  spindle,  and  the  clatter  of  the  loom, 
and  the  thunder  of  the  forge.  It  is  to  be  spoken  in  the  ear  of 
those  who  revel  in  the  luxuries  of  wealth,  and  of  those  who  know 
only  the  wretchedness  and  squalor  of  abject  poverty.  It  is  to  be 
spoken  to  dwellers  on  the  prairies  and  in  the  valleys,  and  along 
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the  mountain  slopes  of  America,  and  to  dwellers  in  the  depths 
of  India  and  China  and  Japan  and  Africa.  It  is  the  word  for 
the  civilized  and  the  uncivilized,  for  the  nominally  Christian  and 
the  un-Christian,  for  Jew  and  Gentile,  barbarian,  Scythian,  bond- 
man, freeman  —  for  the  nations  through  and  the  ages  through. 

All  divine  potencies  of  light  and  life  and  purifying  grace  are 
in  that  one  word  —  Christ.  "  And  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up  from  the 
earth,  will  draw  all  men  unto  myself."  Nothing  can  take  the  place  of 
the  regenerating  resources  which  are  in  Christ.  Nothing  is  so  sure. 
We  may  become  impatient  and  feel  often  that  there  must  be 
some  shorter  cut  to  the  ends  aimed  at  in  the  establishment  of 
the  Kingdom  of  God  in  the  earth  ;  but  it  is  only  through  the  life 
and  light  of  Christ  that  permanent  advance  can  be  achieved. 
How  many  and  how  imperative  the  motives  for  making  Christ 
known  to  all  mankind  ! 

Meanwhile  there  are  self-defensive  considerations  not  a  few 
entering  into  this  problem  of  building  up  the  Kingdom  of  God 
in  the  earth.     We  are  familiar  with  the  thought  of  saving  the 
cities    to    save    the    country ;    of   saving    the    West    to    save 
the    East ;    of    saving   the    South    to    save    the    North.     But 
the    law   of   inter-dependence    and    mutual  relationship  has  a 
wider  scope.     It  takes  in  all  the  nations  and  all  the  races.    Not 
unfrequently  one  hears  the  remark,  "  W7e  must  save  America  for 
the  sake  of  the  world."     Yes  ;  but  turn  the  statement  about,  and 
there  is  still  a  truth  in  it.     We  must  save  the  world  for  the  sake 
of  America.     Practically  this  globe  of  ours  is  not  so  big  as  it 
once  was.     Steam  and  electricity  have  shriveled  it.    Oceans  and 
mountains  are  but  slight  obstacles  to  intercourse.     Information 
outruns  the  speed  of  the  sun  in  his  daily  circuit.    We  send  ideas 
abroad,  but  we  get  ideas  back  again  —  often  incarnated  in  Sa- 
tanic forms.     We  get  many  good  things,  but  not  all  that  we  get 
is  good.     We  import  fashions  and  standards  of  morals,  some  of 
which  better  have  been  shut  out  by  a  high  protective  tariff ;  we 
import  rationalism  and  socialism  ;  we  import  full-grown  anarchists 
and  all  sorts  of  criminals  ;  we  import  a  European   Sabbath  and 
then  stand  quietly  by  and  see  it  substituted  for  our  American 
Sabbath  ;  we  import  the  raw  materials  of  mobs  and  every  kind  of 
outbreak  against  the  peace  and  order  of  society  ;  and  it  is  easy 
for  anybody  to  see  that  these  United  States  are  not  what  they 
would  be  —  not  what  they  would  be  either  in  civil  or  social  or 
religious  or  industrial  life  — were  it  not  that  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope are  constantly  overflowing  upon  us  in  the  forms  of  life  and 


24  RIGHT    CONCEPTIONS    OF    THE    KINGDOM    OF    GOD. 

opinion  and  custom  which  are  only  mischievous.  It  is  not  a  matter 
of  indifference  to  us  here  in  this  country,  and  it  cannot  be,  what 
they  are  doing,  and  what  they  are  thinking,  and  what  sort  of  men 
they  are  growing,  in  the  various  countries  of  Europe. 

The  same  statement  is  true,  though  not  to  the  same  extent, 
when  the  vision  is  widened  to  take  in  the  remotest  peoples  of  the 
older  Old  World.  Influences  reach  us  and  affect  us  from  afar. 
Scholars  of  India  write  books  upon  the  Person  and  Character  of 
Christ,  from  the  standpoint  of  Oriental  thought,  and  we  read 
them.  Scholars  of  China  write  articles  which  are  welcomed  to 
our  popular  Reviews,  magnifying,  if  not  with  the  skill,  yet  with 
all  the  bitterness  and  sarcasm  of  our  silver-tongued  infidels, 
Confucianism  in  contrast  to  Christianity,  and  we  read  them.  We 
are  feeling  the  first  pulsations  of  a  shock  sure  to  come  between 
the  ideas  of  old  and  of  new  civilizations.  India  and  China  and 
Japan  are  nearer  to  us  than  they  once  were ;  but  they  will  be 
nearer  still  before  some  of  the  fresh  problems  of  industry  and 
trade  and  commerce  and  social  order  are  permanently  settled. 
Not  too  soon,  even  with  the  thought  of  not  losing  ground,  but 
saving  all  already  secured,  can  we  bring  these  people  under  the 
power  of  the  glorious  Gospel  of  the  Son  of  God. 

In  every  aspect  of  the  case,  then,  from  every  point  of  vision, 
personal  obligation,  obedience,  duty,  love,  wise  self-interest,  the 
welfare  of  society  on  earth,  the  blessedness  of  souls  in  the  future, 
it  becomes  men  and  women  who  have  been  redeemed  by  the 
precious  blood  of  Christ,  and  who  mean  to  be  loyal  to  all  noblest 
ends,  to  bring  every  power  and  faculty  into  consecration  to  this 
sublime  object  of  realizing  the  Kingdom  of  God  on  earth. 


